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• Policy : A plan of action agreed or chosen by a 
government or company etc.

• Health Policy : Refers to decisions, plans and 
actions that are undertaken to achieve specific 
health care goals within a society.

• An explicit ( clear ) health policy can achieve several 
things. It defines a vision for the future which in 
turn helps to establish targets and points of 
reference for the short and medium term.



NATIONAL HEALTH POLICY – 2002
• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Govt of 

India, evolved a National Health Policy in 1983 and 
since then there have been marked changes in the 
determinant factors relating to the health sector 
and a new National Health Policy  - 2002 was 
evolved. 



Objectives :
1. Main objective is to achieve an acceptable standard of good 

health amongst the general population of the country.
2. To increase access to decentralized public health system by 

establishing new infrastructure in the existing institutions.
3. Importance is given to ensure a more equitable access to health 

services across the social and geographical expanse of the 
country.

4. Primacy will be given to preventive and first line curative 
initiatives at the primary health level.

5. The policy is focused on those diseases which are contributing 
disease burden such as Tuberculosis, Malaria, Blindness and 
HIV/AIDS.

6. Emphasis will be laid on rational use drugs within the allopathic 
system.



NHP 2002 Goals to be achieved by 2015



NATIONAL HEALTH POLICY – 2015 ( DRAFT )
Aim :  

• is to inform, clarify, strengthen and prioritize the role of 
government in shaping health system in all its dimensions.

• Investment in health, organization and financing of health care 
services.

• Prevention of diseases and promotion of good health through 
cross sectoral action.

• Developing human resources, encouraging medical pluralism.

• Building the knowledge base required for better health, 
financial protection strategies and regulation and legislation 
for health. 



Goal :
1. Attainment of highest possible level of good health and 

well being through a preventive and promotive health 
care measures.

2. Universal access to good quality health care services.

Objectives :
1. Improve population health status through policies.

2. Achieve a significant reduction in out of pocket 
expenditure.

3. Assure universal availability of free, comprehensive 
primary health care services.



4.  Enable universal access to free essential drugs, diagnostics, 
emergency ambulance services and emergency medical 
and surgical care services in public health facilities.

5.  Ensure improved access and affordability of secondary and 
tertiary care services.

6.  Influence the growth of private health care industry and 
medical technologies.




